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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Reclassifies Northern Long-eared Bat 

as Endangered under the Endangered Species Act 

Ongoing spread of deadly white-nose syndrome is primary threat, increasing risk of extinction 

 

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service today announced a final rule to 

reclassify the northern long-eared bat as endangered under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

The bat, listed as threatened in 2015, now faces extinction due to the rangewide impacts of 

white-nose syndrome, a deadly disease affecting hibernating bats across North America. The rule 

takes effect on January 30, 2023. 

 

The growing extinction crisis highlights the importance of the ESA and efforts to conserve 

species before declines become irreversible. 

 

“This listing is an alarm bell and a call to action,” said U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director 

Martha Williams. “White-nose syndrome is decimating cave-dwelling bat species like the 

northern long-eared bat at unprecedented rates. The Service is deeply committed to working with 

partners on a balanced approach that reduces the impacts of disease and protects the survivors to 

recover northern long-eared bat populations.” 

 

Bats are critical to healthy, functioning natural areas and contribute at least $3 billion annually to 

the U.S. agriculture economy through pest control and pollination. The northern long-eared bat is 

found in 37 states in the eastern and north central United States, the District of Columbia, and all 

Canadian provinces from the Atlantic Coast west to the southern Northwest Territories and 

eastern British Columbia. These bats mostly spend the winter hibernating in caves and 

abandoned mines. During summer, northern long-eared bats roost alone or in small colonies 

underneath bark or in cavities or crevices of both live and dead trees. They emerge at dusk to fly 

primarily through the understory of forested areas, feeding on insects. 

 

White-nose syndrome, the disease driving their decline, is caused by the growth of a fungus that 

sometimes looks like white fuzz on bats’ muzzles and wings. The fungus thrives in cold, dark, 

damp places and infects bats during hibernation. Impacted bats wake up more frequently, which 
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often results in dehydration and starvation before spring arrives. Bats are the only species of 

wildlife known to be affected by white-nose syndrome, which has been confirmed in 38 states 

and eight Canadian provinces. 

 

White-nose syndrome has spread across nearly 80% of the species’ entire range and is expected 

to affect 100% of the species’ range by the end of the decade. The change in the species’ status 

comes after an in-depth review found that the northern long-eared bat continues to decline and 

now meets the definition of an endangered species under the ESA. Data indicate white-nose 

syndrome has caused estimated declines of 97 to 100% in affected northern long-eared bat 

populations.   

 

The change in status from endangered to threatened, when final, will nullify the prior 4(d) rule 

that tailored protections for the species when it was listed as threatened. The Service recognizes 

that the change to endangered status may prompt questions about establishing ESA compliance 

for forestry, wind energy, infrastructure and other projects in the range of the northern long-eared 

bat. We are committed to working proactively with stakeholders to conserve remaining northern 

long-eared bats while reducing impacts to landowners. 

 

The Service has a strong foundation in place for working with stakeholders to conserve listed 

bats while allowing economic activities within the range to continue to occur. Since the species 

was listed as threatened in 2015, the Service has approved more than 22 habitat conservation 

plans (HCPs) that allow wind energy and forestry projects to proceed after minimizing and 

mitigating their impacts to northern long-eared bats. Several newly developed tools have been 

prepared to help guide project managers through consultation once the change in status takes 

effect, including an interim consultation framework to help prevent delay for projects already 

reviewed under the prior 4(d) rule and an online determination key for automatic project 

concurrence for many activities. We have also developed voluntary guidance for wind facilities 

to allow operation in a manner consistent with bat conservation, and voluntary timber 

management guidance to aid risk assessment and to avoid and minimize impacts to northern 

long-eared bats. Many transportation projects already have ESA compliance in place that will 

remain. 

 

To address the growing threat of white-nose syndrome to the northern long-eared bat and other 

bats across North America, the Service is leading the White-nose Syndrome National Response 

Team, a coordinated effort of more than 150 non-governmental organizations, institutions, 

Tribes, and state and federal agencies. Together we are conducting critical white-nose syndrome 

research and developing management strategies to minimize impacts of the disease and recover 

affected bat populations. To date, this effort has yielded scientific advancements that include 

identification of critical information about white-nose syndrome and its impacts on North 

American bat species. We developed and are using disease surveillance tools to monitor spread 

and impacts, and we’re testing biological, chemical, immunological, genetic and mechanical 

treatments in a number of states to improve bat survival. 

 

Learn more about the northern long-eared bat, the final listing rule. 

 

-FWS- 

https://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/
https://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/
https://www.fws.gov/species/northern-long-eared-bat-myotis-septentrionalis


 

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and 

enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American 

people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our 

scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and 

commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it 

happen, visit fws.gov. 
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