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CHALLENGES TO PREVAILING “SUSTAINABLE TIMBER” CONCEPT 
TRADE SHIFTING TO “LESS SENSITIVE” EMERGING MARKETS

AMERICAN HARDWOOD EXPORT COUNCIL
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April	27,	2018:	China	Halts	
Hardwood	Log	Imports	from	US



Veneer Trade:
Changes in Global 

Flows



Source: Global Trade Atlas
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AP Wire/BBC News:  “A new global monitoring system has been 
launched that promises "near real time" information on deforestation 
around the world. Forest campaigners say this is the equivalent of 50 
football fields of trees being cut down, every minute of every day over 

the past 12 years.”  
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October 2016 AHEC Team Meeting 2016

http://apps.fs.fed.us/fia/fido/ind
ex.html



DATA AT A NATIONAL LEVEL

DATA AT A COUNTY LEVEL

NEW INTERACTIVE ONLINE TOOL

AMERICAN HARDWOOD EXPORT COUNCIL



GROWTH OF RED OAK ACROSS THE U.S.

AMERICAN HARDWOOD EXPORT COUNCIL



DATA AT A COUNTY LEVEL

AMERICAN HARDWOOD EXPORT COUNCIL



NEW ON LINE SPECIES GUIDE WITH FOREST MAP AND LCA TOOLS



EVERY TWO MINUTES THE U.S. 
HARDWOOD FOREST GROWS BY  
THE SIZE OF A FOOTBALL FIELD

Our unique, online interactive map uses published US Forest Service data to show 
national and regional distribution, growth and removal information for most of the  

main commercial American hardwood species

To find out more visit AMERICANHARDWOOD.ORG



It took just 25 
seconds to grow 
the American 
white oak in this 
500m2 deck 

growninseconds

View more projects 
like this one in our 
interactive showcase 

www.growninseconds.org
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LIFE CYCLE ASSESMENT

AMERICAN HARDWOOD EXPORT COUNCIL

3 SECONDS TO 
REPLENISH THE 
WALNUT

TOTAL CARBON 
FOOTPRINT: 17KG 
C02

134 KG CO2 
STORED

ONLY 7% OF 
TIMBER WASTED



Questions?
www.americanhardwood.org

www.ahec.org


